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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the involvement of network partners and develop effective participation
models for them in local health security fund operations, enhancing the success of the local health system.
The study employs a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative methods.
Quantitative data was gathered through questionnaires from 281 fund committee members in Nonthaburi.
Qualitative research involved analyzing funding data from the 2023 fiscal year and conducting in-depth
interviews with 24 network partners, including clubs, schools, village health volunteers, and community
leaders receiving fund support. Additionally, group discussions with 10 experienced participants in public
health operations were held to draft and validate participation models. Data analysis utilized descriptive
statistics for quantitative data and qualitative data by content analysis.

Findings indicated:
1. Network Partner Participation Status:

e Awareness levels varied among committees, with the Muang District committee
demonstrating the highest understanding.

e Network partners actively engaged in benefiting from the fund, but their involvement in
operational aspects, like supporting plan/project development, was limited.

o Interviews revealed that network partners primarily participated in project activities and
local planning, lacking mentorship for project preparation. Repetitive proposals were
common, lacking analysis of underlying issues or development guidelines.

2. Development of Network Partner Participation Models:

e In Nonthaburi Province, the emphasis was on developing plans/projects aligned with
local public health issues.

e Operations occurred at three levels:

e District Level: The District Health Board (DHB) appointed a mentor team to
advocate local health promotion.

e Sub-district Level: The Local or Regional Health Insurance Fund authorized a
subcommittee to support plan/project development. Processes included
promoting network partners' participation, problem analysis, planning,
implementation, benefits reimbursement, and monitoring and evaluation,
focusing on their capabilities.

e Community Level: Network partners received support at every step, aligning
with their roles in projects contributing to community health plan goals.

The study recommends local health insurance funds adopt the network partner participation models,
emphasizing:

1. Empowering plan/project development subcommittees to collaborate with sub-district agencies.

2. Providing information about health insurance fund plans and goals, encouraging project
development for community health plan objectives.

3. Organizing activities for network partners, enhancing their potential, and encouraging knowledge
exchange among networks.

Keywords: Participation models, network partners, local or regional health insurance funds
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